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MAY 3, 2017
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SEN. MAZIE K. HIRONO, D-HAWAII

WITNESSES:
FBI DIRECTOR JAMES COMEY

GRASSLEY: | don't know whether the time is 10:30 or
10:45, but there is a vote scheduled on the Senate floor.
It's my intention to keep the meeting going during that vote
and we'll take turns going. So somebody needs to be here
presiding while | go vote and | won't to -- I'll run over and
run back and -- and we'll -- we'll do the questioning
according to the fall of the gavel or -- or early birds,

whichever rule applies.

Director Comey, welcome. We thank the FBI for what it
does to keep America safe. There's been a lot of controversy
surrounding the FBI since the last time you were here in
2015. In March, you publicly acknowledged that the FBI is
investigating allegations of coordination between the Trump
campaign and Russia's efforts to interfere in the 2016

election.

Under President Obama's order, former DNI Clapper had
been in charge of the intelligence community's review of that
inference. Mr. Clapper testified that President Obama asked
the intelligence community to compile all available
information. After he left office, Mr. Clapper said there was
no evidence of collusion whatsoever. The New York Times

reported that American officials found no proof of collusion.

So where is all this speculation about collusion coming
from? In January, BuzzFeed published a dossier spinning wild
conspiracy theories about the Trump campaign. BuzzFeed
acknowledged that the claims were unverified and some of the
details were clearly wrong. BuzzFeed has since been sued for

publishing them. Since then, much of the dossier has been
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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

GRASSLEY: And thank you for your opening statement. I'm
going to start out probably with a couple subjects you wish |
didn't bring up, and then a third one that | think everybody
needs to hear your opinion on a policy issue. It is
frustrating when the FBI refuses to answer this committee's
questions, but leaks relevant information to the media. In
other words, they don't talk to us, but somebody talks to the

media.

Director Comey, have you ever been an anonymous source
in news reports about matters relating to the Trump

investigation or the Clinton investigation?
COMEY: Never.

GRASSLEY: Question two on relatively related, have you
ever authorized someone else at the FBI to be an anonymous
source in news reports about the Trump investigation or the

Clinton investigation?

COMEY: No.

GRASSLEY: Has any classified information relating to
President Trump or his association -- associates been
declassified and shared with the media?

COMEY: Not to my knowledge.

GRASSLEY: You testified before the House Intelligence
Committee that a lot of classified matters have ended up in
the media recently. Without getting into any particular

article -- | want to emphasize that, without getting into any

particular article -- is there an investigation of any leaks
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