
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTH ERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

CASE N O. 26-CR-20128

UNITED STATES OF AM ERICA

V .

MqLNER RENAUD,

Defendant.

COURT'S INSTRUCTIONS TO THE JURY

M embers of the Jury:

It's my duty to insfruct yoq on the rules of 1aw thqt you lust use in deciding

this case. After I've completed these instructions, you will go to the jul'y room and

begin your discussions - what we call your deliberations.

You m ust decide whether the Governm ent has proved the specé c facts

necessary to lnd the Defendant guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.
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Your decision m ust be based only on the evidence presented here. You m ust

not be influenced in any way by either sympathy for or prejudice against the

Defendant or the Government.

You must follow the law as I explain it - even if you do not ar ee with the law

-  and you m ust follow all of my instructions as a whole. You m ust not single out or

disregard any of the Court's instructions on the law.

The indictment or form al charge against a defendant isn't evidence of guilt.

The law presum es ever,y defendant is innocent. The Defendant does not have to prove

his innoeence or produce any evidenee as all. The Governpent must prove guilt

bbytm d a reasonable doubt. If it fails to do so, you must End the Defendant not guilty.
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Your decision m ust be based only on the evidence presented during the trial.

You must not be infuenced in any way by either sympathy for or prejudice against

the Defendant or the Governm ent.

You must follow the law as 1 explain it - even if you do not agree with the law

-  and you must follow all of my instructions as a whole. You m ust not single out or

disregard any of the Court's instructions on the law.

The indictm ent or form al charge against a defendant isn't evidence of guilt.

The law presum es every defendant is innocent. The Defendant does not have to prove

lli: innoconce or produce any evidence at all, A défendant does not have to tegtify,

and you cahnot consider in any way the fact that the Defehdant did not testify. Thé

Governm ent m ust prove guilt beyond a veasonable doubt. If it fails to do so, you m ust

Snd the Defendant not wuilty.
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The Governm entls burden of proof is heavy, but it doesn't have to prove a

Defendant's guilt beyond all possible doubt.Th/ Governm pnt's proof only has to

exclude any Greasonable doubt'' concerning the Defendant's guilt.

A t'reasonable doubt'' is a real doubt, based on your reason and comm on sense

after you've carefully and impartially considered al1 the evidence in the case.

tdproof beyond a reasonable doubt'' is proof so convincing that you would be

willing to rely and act on it without hesitation in the m ost important of your own

afairs. If you are convinced that the Defendant has been proved guilty beyond a

reasonable doubt, say so. lf you a.re not convknced, say so.
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As 1 said before, you m ust consider only the evidence that I have adm itted in

the case. Evidence includes the testimony of witnesses and the exhibits adm itted.

But, anything the lawyers say is not evidence and isn't binding on you.

You shouldn't assum e 9om anything I've said that 1 have any opinion about

any factual issue in this case. Except for my instructions to you on the law, you should

disregard anything 1 m ay have said dttring the trial in arriving at yottr own decision

about the facts.

Your own recollection and interpretation of the evidence is what m atters.

In considering the evidence you m ay use reasoning and com m on sensq So m ake

4eductinns and reach concluslons. You shouldn t be concerned about whether the

evidencé is direct or circum stantial.

fdDirect evidence'' is the testim ony of a person who asserts that he or she has

actual knowledge of a fact, such as an eyewitness.

f'Circum stantial evidence'' is proof of a chain of facts and circum stances that

tend to prove or disprove a fact. There's no legal difference in the weight you may give

to eithe: dim ct or circum stantiàl evidence.
. 

'
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W hen 1 say you m ust consider a1l the evidence, I don't mean that you m ust

accept all the evidence as true or accurate. You should decide whether you believe

what each witness had to say, and how im portant that testimony w as. In making that

decision you may believe or disbelieve any witness, in whole or in part. The number

of witnesses teste ing concerning a particular point doesn't necessarily matter.

To decide whether you believe any witness I suggest that you ask yourself a

few questions'.

Did the witness impress you as one who was telling the truth?

Did the witness have any particular reason not to tell the trush?

Did the witness have a personal interest in the outcome of the case?

Did the witness seem  te have a good memory?

Did the witness have the opportunity and ability to accurately
observe the things he or she testised about?

Did the witness appear to understand the questions clearly and
answer them directly?

Did the witness's testimony differ from other testimony or other
evidence?
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You should also ask yourself whether there was evidence that a witness

testified falsely about an important fact. And ask whether there was evidence that at

some other time a witness said or did som ething, or didn't say or do som ething, that

was different from the testim ony the witness gave during this trial.

i But keep in mind that a simple mistake doesn't mean a witness wasn't telling
I
I

the truth as he or she rem embers it. People naturally tend to forget som e things or

remember them inaccurately. So, if a witness misstated som ething, you must decide

whether it was because of an innocent lapse in m emory or an intentional deception.

The signG cance of the m isstatem ent m ay depend on whether the m isstatement was

about an'imyortant fàct or about ân ttnwimpotithnt detail.
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The indictment charges 2 separate crim es, called ddcounts,'' against the

Defendant. Each count has a number. You'll be given a copy of the indictment to refer

to during yoûr dehberations.
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You'll see that the indictm ent charges that a crim e was com mitted tdon or

about'' a certain date. The Government doesn't have to prove that the ofense occurred

on an exact date. The Government only has to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that

the crime was comm itted on a date reasonably close to the date alleged.

j
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I caution you that the Defendant is on trial only for the specific crim e charged

in the indictment. You're here to determ ine from the evidence in this case whether

the Defendant is guilty or not gtzilty of that specisc crime.

You must never consider punishment in any way to decide whether the

Defendant is gtzilty or not guilty. If you lnd the Defendant guilty, the punishm ent is

i for the Judge alone to decide later.
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Counts One, Two, Three, 'and Four charges the Defendant with False

Citizenship in Order to Vote, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section

1015(9. It is a federal crime for an alien to knowingly make any false statement or
i

claim that he is a citizen of the United States in order to register to vote or to vote in

any Federal, State, or local election.

The Defendant can be found guilty of this crime only if all the following facts

are proven beyond a reasonable doubt:

(1) The Defendant was an alien; and

(2) The Defendant knowingly made a false claim to be a citizen of the United

State: in order to register to voye in a Federal election.

If you find 9om your consideration of a11 the evidence that the government has

proved each of these elem ents beyond a rea.onable doubt as to the charge you are

considering, then you should find the defendant guilty of that charge.

If, on the other hand, you 5nd from your consideration of all the evidence that

the governm ent has failed to prove any one of these elem ents beyond a reasonable

doubt as to the charge you are considering, then you should fmd the dèfendant not

guilty of that charge.
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Count Five charges the Defendant with voting by alien, in violation of Title

18, United States Code, Section 611. It is a federal crim e f6r any alien to vote in

any election held solely or in part to elect a candidate for federal oo ce.

The Defendant can be found gtlilty of this crim e only if all the following facts

are proven beyond a reasonable doubt:

(1) That the Defendant knew he was an alien at the time alleged in the

indictm ent;

(2) That the Defendant knowingly voted in an election; and

(3) That the purpose of the election in question was to elect a candidate for

the oo cè ùf either PreBident, Vice Preàidèht, P/esidential elector, M èG ber

of the Senate, M em ber of the House of Representatives, Délegate ft'om the

District of Columbia, or Rèsident Comm issioner.

ln order to prove a violation of Section 611, it is not necessary for the

governm ent to prove that the Defendant knew it was unlawful for an ahen to vote.

An tdalien'' is a person who is not a citizen of the United States.

American citizen ship is acquired by birth within the Uztited States, or

through judicial proceeding: known as Rnaturalizatinn.'' On: is also a citizqn, even

thiough born outside of the United Stateà, if böth pàients wère citizehs and one of

them had a residehce in thp Urtited Btates prior to the birth.

The term tfelection'' includes initiative, recalls, and referendum s.

As to Count V, the defendant asserts the defense of entrapment by estoppel.

The defendant contends that he engaged in the conduct charged against lzim in Count
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5 in reasonable reliance on the M iami-Dade County

Elections' assurance, by

Office of the Supervisor of

way of issuing him a voter inform ation card, that this

conduct was lawful.

In Florida, the Division of Elections of the Departm ent of State and a county's

OE ce of the Supervisor of Elections and their officials act with the apparent authority

of the United States Governm ent in processing voter registration applications and

determinations of voter eligibility for federal elections.

A defendant who com mits an ofense in reasonable reliance on such an ol cial

assurance does not act knowingly and should be found not guilty.

In o/der to bé foimd nöt kùilt# fùr this rèasoil, the defendànt lùst frùve the

following three tllings are m ore likely true than not true:

1. An oo cial with the apparent authority of the United States Governm ent
over the m atter, told the defendant that his conduct would be lawful; and

2. The defendant actually relied on what this official told him in taking this
action; and

t3. The defendant's reliance on what the oo cial told him was reasonable. In
deciding this, you should consider a11 of the relevant qircumstances, lncluding
the idehtity 6f the government oo cial; what that oz cial s>id to the defendant,
and how closely the defendanf followed any instructions the official gave.

13

Case 1:26-cr-20128-JB   Document 75   Entered on FLSD Docket 09/15/2026   Page 13 of 16



The word dtknowingly'' means that an act was done voluntarily and

intentionally and not because of a m istake or by accident.
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i
I .
2 Your verdict, whether guilty or not guilty, m ust be unanim ous - in other words,
i
i

you must a1l agree. Your deliberations are secret, and you'll never have to explain

your verdict to anyone.

Each of you m ust decide the case for yourself, but only after fully considering

the evidence with the other jurors. So you must discuss the case with one another and

try to reach an ar eement. W hile you're discussing the case, don't hesitate to

reexam ine your own opinion and change your m ind if you become convinced that you

were wrong. But don't give up your honest beliefs just because others think differently

or because you simply want to get the case over with.

jj ,emember that, in a very real way, you re judges - judges of the facts. Your

only interest is to seek the truth 9om the evidence in the case.
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ïEhen you get to the jury roora, choose one of your raerabers to act as

foreperson. The foreperson will direct your deliberations and will speak for you in

court.

A verdict form has been prepared for yöur convenience.

(Explain verdictl

Take the verdict form with you to the jury room. W hen you've all agreed on the

verdict, your foreperson m ust fill in the form , sign it, date it, and carry it. Then you'll

return it to the cor troom .

lf you wigh to com municate with mè at any time, please write down yolzr

m ess>ge or question and give it tb thç m arshal. The m ap hal will bring it to p e and

1,11 respond as promptly as possible - either in writing or by talking to you in the

courtroom. But I caution you not to tell me how many jurors have voted one way or

the other at that tim e.
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