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A Leading Cause of 
Arrest and Incarceration
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Source: Prison Policy Initiative – prisonpolicy.org



Mass Criminalization and 
Collateral Consequences

4

Source: uprootingthedrugwar.org



What is Drug Decriminalization?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nyYY6pgqpgY


What is Drug Decriminalization?
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Measure 110 in Oregon

• Possession of certain quantities are a 
civil offense, not a legal offense

• $100 Fine or Drug Evaluation 
• Voluntary referrals to services in 

community
• Funding to create Behavioral Health 

Resource Networks (BHRN) to 
expand continuum of care

• Oversight and Accountability Council 
(OAC) formed 
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Implementation Timeline
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Arrests Down, Funds Spent on 
Services
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Oregonians Receiving M110 Services

● Money released 
in September 
2022

● 233 community-
based 
organizations

● 42 BHRNs across 
36 counties
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Citation Data: Who Is Getting Cited?
● 5,391 citations to date
● Methamphetamine most common drug 

cited
● 95% of people cited are Oregon 

residents (debunking opposition’s 
claims)

● $37 + $39 million in justice system cost 
savings to be reinvested ($76 million)
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Calls to 911

Despite spurious claims in the media, RTI found calls to 911 did not 
increase after February 2021
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Challenges and Threats

- Implementation impacted by COVID-19
- Allocating and Disbursing Funds
- Hotline 

- Legislative threats to redirect tax revenues, repeal or alter M110
- Overdoses continue to rise nationally, and in Oregon too
- False links to crime, homelessness, and public disorder
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Lessons

- Data and Research Needs
- Criminal legal data quality should improve, must include race data
- Hotline must compile and share data
- Did M110 incarceration length and reduce enhanced sentences?

- Citation process and fines
- We need a broad coalition of state-wide and national support to defend 

and preserve our wins
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Beyond Oregon: 
• What’s happening in Portugal?
• Leading legislative campaigns in various states and at the federal level. 

This includes New York, Vermont, and Washington, D.C.
• Landscaping jurisdictions to launch future decriminalization ballot initiatives.
• Providing support to allies pushing legislation in various states. This 

includes Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey, Rhode Island, 
Maryland, and Washington.

• Convening experts via a “national decrim table” to guide a national 
decriminalization movement.

• Bringing together movement leaders that seek to decriminalize people at large. 
This includes other behaviors, conditions, and identities, as well as drugs.

• Building partnerships with advocates around issues such as housing, 
homelessness, and economic justice
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Questions?
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