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DIH Charges by Year
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1/1/19 Does the state have a specific drug induced homicide law?
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MOST ACTIVE COUNTIES IN PURSUING DRUG-INDUCED HOMICIDE CHARGES
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Policy Problems

Who is targeted by statute v. enforcement
discretion?

Undermines Good Samaritan laws
Disparate impact

Denial of MOUD may violate ADA,
Rehabilitation Act, and 8t Amendment
-atal reentry

Does not reduce drug use or drug crime
Undermines LEAD / PAARI-type programs
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Drug dealers would face homicide
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This law would hold drug dealers accountable for the true cost of
their activities, significantly diminish the open availability of
these dangerous drugs on our streets and give district attornevs the
necessary tools to work up the criminal chain to the ultimate supplien
because facing life imprisonment for any amount of drugs that results

in death is a profound disincentive to sell drugs within the state of

Hew York.

This law seeks to punish those individuals involved in the illegal
drug trade and is not intended to punish those individuals who are
merely co-users.. Therefore a co-user who shares the drugs with the

victim still has an incentive to follow the current good Samaritan law

™ and save the other person as he or she will be able to avoid

prosecution for homicide by sale of an opiate controlled substance anc

instead admit to a lower felony because it still is a distribution.




HEALTH IN JUSTICE

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ACCUSED AND VICTIM

Caretaker/Family/Friends/Partners Majority of cases represent charges being
"Traditional" Dealer/Buyer filed against individuals who cannot be
B Patient/Doctor defined as “drug dealers,” but are instead
family members, partners, or other actors.

Sources Onine News Aricles 2000-2017 Source: http:/healthinjustice.org/drug-induced-homicide 0
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Good Samaritan Laws v.

Enforcement

Good Samaritan Laws
Most states have them, but not federal gov't
Vary in what crimes get immunity

Vary on arrest, charge, and prosecution
PA only charge and prosecution

Only Vermont and Delaware include overdose
death

Limited information and media coverage



EXCLUSIVE: U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara to slap opioid
dealers linked to fatal overdoses with federal charges

&

THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

SOUTHERN DISTRI ('l'l'r_y'j NEW YORK

U.S. Attorneys » Southern District of New York » News » Press Releases

Department of Justice

U.S. Attorney’s Office

Southern District of New York

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Wednesday, October 12, 2016

United States Attorney Announces Charges Against Narcotics
Trafficker Connected To Heroin Overdose Death

Preet Bharara, the United States Attorney for the Southern Distriet of New York, William F. Sweeney Jr.
U.S8. Attorney Preet Bharara stated: “The epidemic of opioid abuse is devastating our communities.
Charges like those announced today strike at the heart of the problem - dealers who fuel the cycle of
addiction and overdose. Anthony Delosangeles allegedly dealt in heroin, including the heroin that killed

Thomas Cippollaro, a 25 year-old White Plains man. We thank the FBI and our local law enforcement
partners for their extraordinary efforts that led to the charges today.”




Enforcement Gets Media Exposure
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Policy Problems

Who is targeted by statute v. enforcement
discretion?

Undermines Good Samaritan laws

Denial of MOUD may violate ADA,

Rehabilitation Act, and 8t Amendment
-atal reentry

Does not reduce drug use or drug crime
Undermines LEAD / PAARI-type programs




RACE OF ACCUSED (DEALER) & VICTIM (BUYER)

MNear majority of cases invalving alleged White Accused & White Victim
dealers represent a person of color BO.C Accused & White Victim*
"dealer”- white “victim” dyad, confirming

that this trend is squarely rooted in the

racist implementation of drug laws

(N =611)

EO.C Defined as Person of Color. Source: Online News Articles 2000-2017

Health in Justice (2017)
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of Years
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Drug War Disparities Continue

MEDIAN SENTENCING BY ACCUSED RACE
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Policy Problems

Who is targeted by statute v. enforcement discretion?
Undermines Good Samaritan laws
Disparate impact
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American Suffering

Percent with physical pain "often” or "very often”

Croatia 10.7

[ 10.9

Philippinas 13

1.8

5 land 13.1
14

Bulgaria 17.4
Turkey 17.6
Slovenia 18.8
Italy 19.7
South Kaorea 2141

215
France 219
Chile 232

23.6
Denmark 24.8

278

Great Britain 28.4

Australia

Structural Determinants:

Occupational injury
Protracted military confl
Overweight and obesity
Lifestyle

Built environment

Diet
Environmental/metaboli

Ict

C

Cultural attitudes/stigma

Etc.
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Rate

Prescription Painkiller Sales and Deaths
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Supply-side narrative

Overprescribing

Lack of education, info
Underuse of alternatives
Diagnostic challenges
System, patient pressure

Doctor shopping,
diversion, “pill mills,”
other rogue acts

Pharmaceutical
industry, insurance
industry, regulatory
capture



Supply-Side Policy Interventions

Prescribing limits, guidelines
PDMPs authorizations and mandates
Pill-mill laws and trafficking enforcement

Prosecution of unscrupulous prescribers,
dealers

Reformulation of prescription drugs
Withdrawal of prescription drugs?

25



US Opioid Overdose Deaths and Total US Opioid Prescriptions (2010-2016)
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Today’s Opioid Crisis
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Main Reasons for Prescription Pain Reliever Misuse for Most Recent Misuse Among Individuals Aged
12 or Older in the United States Who Misused Prescription Pain Relievers in the Past Year (2015)'4

Increase or Decrease Effect of Other Drug Because | Am Hooked or Have to Have It

0.9% 2.3%
Some Other Reason
; 1.2%

Feel Good or Get High
12.1%

In 2015, among individuals aged

12 or older in the United States

who misused prescription pain

relievers in the past year, the most

Experiment or See What It's Like
2.5%

Help with Feelings or Emotions
3.3%

frequently indicated reasons for
their last misuse were to relieve
physical pain (62.6%), to feel good
or get high (12.1%), and to relax
or relieve tension (10.8%).

Help with Sleep
4.4%

Relax or Relieve Tension

10.8% Relieve Physical Pain

62.6%

12.5 Million People Aged 12 or Older Who Misused Prescription Pain Relievers in the Past Year

Source: SAMHSA, Center for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2015.
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