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Responding to the Overdose Crisis:

A “Public Health Approach”?

“We are taking a public health health approach”
“"We can’t arrest our way out of this problem”
“"Evidence-based” policies

Naloxone access laws Drug-induced homicide
911 Good Samaritan laws laws and prosecutions
Legalizing harm reduction Prescription drug
programs monitoring programs,
Increasing funding for limitations on prescribing
treatment and harm Prosecuting prescribers
reduction Involuntary commitment

Drug courts
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DIH Charges by Year (1974-2017)
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US drug overdose deaths reach another record high as
deaths from fentanyl surge

By Deidre McPhillips, CNN
@© Updated 3:11 PM ET, Wed March 16, 2022

Drug Overdose Deaths in the U.S. Top 100,000 Annually

For Immediate Release: November 17, 2021

Contact: CDC, National Center for Health Statistics, Office of Communication (301) 458-4800
E-mail: paoquery@cdc.gov

Provisional data from CDC's National Center for Health Statistics indicate that there were an estimated 100,306 drug
overdose deaths in the United States during 12-month period ending in April 2021, an increase of 28.5% from the 78,056
deaths during the same period the year before.
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Source: Kelly Kung, Leo Beletsky, et al. (2020)
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ACCUSED AND VICTIM

Caretaker/Family/Friends/Partners Majority of cases represent charges being
"Traditional" Dealer/Buyer filed against individuals who cannot be
B Patient/Doctor defined as “drug dealers,” but are instead
family members, partners, or other actors.

Source: Oniine News Articies (2000-2017) healthinjustice.org/drug-induced-homicide 1



Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

International Journal of Drug Policy

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/drugpo

Research paper

“Caught with a body” yet protected by law? Calling 911 for opioid @H
overdose in the context of the Good Samaritan Law

Amanda D. Latimore™”<*! Rachel S. Bergstein®"!

< Baltimore City Health Dy ent, 1001 East Faye
" johns Hopkins Bloomberyg S 6 Wolfe Street, ore, M United States

Taylor & Frances Group

JOURNAL OF CRIME AND 2016 é Routledge

http://dx.doi.ong/ T

Contents lists avallable at ScienceDirect

International Journal of Drug Policy
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Research paper

Why are some people who have received overdose education and !) R

naloxone reticent to call Emergency Medical Services in the event of
overdose?

stephen Koester*™ Shane R Mueller®=< Lisa Raville®, Sig Langegger!,
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“If you['re] the one
that's with them when
they go out, you're
possibly going to be

CHARGED

WITH THEIR

DEATH.

So that's the main
reason why a lot of
people don't call [911]”




Enforcement Gets Media Exposure




Fatal Reentry

Recently incarcerated people are over 40 times
more likely to die from an opioid overdose

T e T Tolerance falls fast
P Cravings continue: Most
Connect clients jails & prisons do NOT
with OUD w/MAT provide MAT or connect
ASAP! with MAT upon reentry
Drug supply unsettled
Reentry is very stressful
Return to use is
: predictable

General population  Recently incarcerated General population  Recently incarcerated

376

2 weeks postrelease 1 year post-release

Data Source: “Opioid Overdose Mortality Among Former North Caroline Inmates: 2o000-2015" Table 1 ﬂﬂ”ﬁﬂﬁl N Ote : S i m I | ar rIS kS S e e n I n
people departing inpatient
rehab/detox that don’t offer MAT

Denial of MAT may violate ADA, Rehabilitation Act, and 8" Amendment
(Smith v. Aroostook Cty., 2019; DOJ investigation 2/2/22 )




A Definition of Addiction

Addiction is a treatable, chronic medical disease involving
complex interactions among brain circuits, genetics, the
environment, and alj indivi¢ual’s life exgreriences. People with
addiction use substances or engage in oenavicrs that hecOme

compulsive anda often continue despite harmful consequences.
( , 2021)


https://www.asam.org/Quality-Science/definition-of-addiction

MNear majority of cases invalving alleged
dealers represent a person of color
“dealer”- white “victim” dyad, confirming
that this trend is squarely rooted in the

racist implementation of drug laws

RACE OF ACCUSED (DEALER) & VICTIM (BUYER)

B white Accused & White Victim
P.O.C Accused & White Victim*

EO.C Defined as Person of Cofor. Source: Online News Articles 2000-2017

Health in Justice Action Lab (2017)
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Median Sentencing by Race for Drug-Induced Homicide (2008-2018)

1 Data retrieved from MIT Media
Cloud.*
Last updated: 9/13/21.
10 *Data collection ongoing.
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Data retrieved from MIT Media Cloud.*

Last updated: 9/13/21.

DIH Charges by State (1974-2018)

*Data collection ongoing.
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MOST ACTIVE COUNTIES IN PURSUING DRUG-INDUCED HOMICIDE CHARGES
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About Us Style Guide Expert Directory Events Resources Contact Us

—including people with lived experience of the issues — and

information on news and controversies.

www.changingthenarrative.news



Contact

Morgan Godvin, morgangodvin@gmail.com

Jeremiah Goulka, jeremiah@northeastern.edu
Sam Rivera, srivera@nyhre.org

Taleed El-Sabawi, te216( @georgetown.edu
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DIH Defense Survey

Please complete this
survey for criminal
defenders on DIH

Please share with
your colleagues

Secure and
anonymous
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US Opioid Overdose Deaths and Total US Opioid Prescriptions (2010-2016)
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Opioid Overdose Deaths Tabulated by CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db294_table.pdf#ipage=4
Total Opioid Prescriptions from Pezalla et al, 2017: https://www.ncbi.nim.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5319424/
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