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▪ “We are taking a public health health approach” 

▪ “We can’t arrest our way out of this problem” 

▪ “Evidence-based” policies 

Responding to the Overdose Crisis:
A “Public Health Approach”?

√ Naloxone access laws

√ 911 Good Samaritan laws 

√ Legalizing harm reduction 
programs

√ Increasing funding for 
treatment and harm 
reduction

? Drug-induced homicide 
laws and prosecutions

? Prescription drug 
monitoring programs, 
limitations on prescribing 

? Prosecuting prescribers

? Involuntary commitment

? Drug courts



Source: www.pdaps.org



Surge of DIH Charges

8
Based on media mentions

healthinjustice.org/drug-induced-homicide





DIH Enforcement Kills
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▪ RR: 1.076 (95% CI: (1.064, 1.089)

Estimated 32,224 

excess deaths 

attributable to DIH 

prosecutions 

nationwide

(2000 to 2017)

Source: Kelly Kung, Leo Beletsky, et al. (2020) 



Enforcement Discretion: 
Who is being prosecuted?

11healthinjustice.org/drug-induced-homicide



Consequences of Enforcement: 
Less Helpseeking, More Using Alone
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Source: Latimore and Bergstein, IJDP (2017)
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Enforcement Gets Media Exposure



Why? 

▪ Tolerance falls fast

▪ Cravings continue: Most 

jails & prisons do NOT

provide MAT or connect 

with MAT upon reentry

▪ Drug supply unsettled

▪ Reentry is very stressful 

▪ Return to use is 

predictable

Note: Similar risks seen in 

people departing inpatient 

rehab/detox that don’t offer MAT 

Denial of MAT may violate ADA, Rehabilitation Act, and 8th Amendment
(Smith v. Aroostook Cty., 2019; DOJ investigation 2/2/22 )

Connect clients 
with OUD w/MAT 

ASAP!



Addiction is a treatable, chronic medical disease involving 

complex interactions among brain circuits, genetics, the 

environment, and an individual’s life experiences. People with 

addiction use substances or engage in behaviors that become 

compulsive and often continue despite harmful consequences. 

(ASAM, 2021)

https://www.asam.org/Quality-Science/definition-of-addiction


Racial Disparities
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Health in Justice Action Lab (2017)

(N = 611) 



Racial Disparities
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Source: healthinjustice.org/drug-induced-homicide

Racial Disparities in Punishment



Uneven Geographic Distribution
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Source: http://healthinjustice.org/drug-induced-homicide



Uneven Geographic Distribution
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healthinjustice.org/drug-induced-homicide



www.changingthenarrative.news



Contact
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 Morgan Godvin, morgangodvin@gmail.com

 Jeremiah Goulka, jeremiah@northeastern.edu

 Sam Rivera, srivera@nyhre.org

 Taleed El-Sabawi, te216@georgetown.edu



 Please complete this 
survey for criminal 
defenders on DIH

 Please share with 
your colleagues

 Secure and 
anonymous






