
PERSPECTIVE AND DISTORTIONS
WHAT BODY CAMERA FOOTAGE DOES (AND DOESN’T) SHOW 



We don’t see things as they are,
 we see them as we are

Anonymous



SLIDE ON AXON



SCOTT V. HARRIS, 550 U.S. 372 (2007) 
MAJORITY OPINION

• When opposing parties tell two different stories, one of which is blatantly 
contradicted by the record, so that no reasonable jury could believe it, a court 
should not adopt that version of the facts for purposes of ruling on a motion for 
summary judgment.

• That was the case here with regard to the factual issue whether respondent was 
driving in such fashion as to endanger human life. Respondent's version of events 
is so utterly discredited by the record that no reasonable jury could have 
believed him. The Court of Appeals should not have relied on such visible fiction; 
it should have viewed the facts in the light depicted by the videotape.



SCOTT V. HARRIS, 550 U.S. 372 (2007) 
STEVENS DISSENT

• I can only conclude that my colleagues were unduly frightened by 
two or three images on the tape that looked like bursts of lightning or 
explosions, but were in fact merely the headlights of vehicles zooming 
by in the opposite lane. Had they learned to drive when most high-

speed driving took place on two-lane roads rather than on 
superhighways—when split-second judgments about the risk of 

passing a slow-poke in the face of oncoming traffic were routine—
they might well have reacted to the videotape more dispassionately.



PROXIMITY AFFECTS PERCEPTION



OBJECTS MAY APPEAR LARGER THAN THEY ARE



NEW GENERATION AXON 4

Axon Body 4 has a larger field 
of view of 160 degrees, or an 
18% optional view increase 
from prior models, getting the 
camera closer to capturing 
everything the human eye can.

Officers no longer need to 
decide between using chest 
mounted cameras or 
flexible POV modules, as the 
Axon Body 4 has the option 
to add on a quick 
connecting POV camera 
with the Flex POV module.



PERSPECTIVE MATTERS



THERE IS A BUFFER



DEVICE AUDITS 

•Camera registered
•Camera status change
•Power on or off
•Event button press or hold
•Recording start or end
•Audio recording disabled or 
enabled
•Camera docked or undocked
•Video accessed or streamed 
using Axon View or Evidence 
Sync
•Category updated using Axon 
View or Evidence Sync
•ID updated using Axon View 
or Evidence Sync

•Title updated using Axon View or 
Evidence Sync
•Function button press or hold
•Battery status button press or 
hold
•Volume mute, low, medium, or 
high
•Stealth mode enabled or disabled
•Indicator lights enabled or 
disabled
•Marker added
•GPS coordinates added
•Date/Time Sync
•Camera assignment
•Firmware updated



THERE IS AN AUDIT TRAIL



LOTS OF AXON PRODUCTS



AXON SIGNAL





WHAT CAN AXON RESPOND DO?



SUPER NON TECHNICAL POINT

WATCH ALL OF THE VIDEO





TECH ISSUES IN YOUR CASE?

Contact us

4AC@nacdl.org


