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The National Building Museum
Since it was created in 1980 through an act of Congress, 
the National Building Museum has transformed the 
public’s understanding of the impact of architecture, 
engineering, landscape architecture, construction, 
planning, and design. Through exhibitions, 
educational programs, and special events, we welcome 
visitors of all ages to experience stories about the 
built world and its power to shape our lives, our 
communities, and our future. The Museum resides 
in the historic Pension Building, which contains 
one of the most awe-inspiring spaces in the nation’s 
capital: a soaring, expansive Great Hall featuring 
eight colossal Corinthian columns. On the exterior, a 
1,200-foot-long terra cotta frieze wraps the building.

 Photo courtesy of the Library of Congress; National Photo Company collection, circa 1918
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As President of the NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice (NFCJ), I welcome you to tonight’s 
Foundation Gala at the National Building Museum in Washington, DC — “Building on the Past, Imagining 
the Future” — celebrating the 20th Anniversary of the Foundation. On behalf of the NFCJ, thank you for 
the critical support that you provide to the Foundation and the work it makes possible at NACDL. 

The mission of the Foundation is to preserve and promote the core values of America’s justice system 
guaranteed by the Constitution — among them due process, freedom from unreasonable search and 
seizure, fair sentencing and effective assistance of counsel — by educating the public and the legal 
profession to the role of these rights and values in a free society. Tonight, we honor four remarkable 
individuals who in different ways have advanced that mission: Jason Flom, Carrie Johnson, Nkechi Taifa, 
and Norman L. Reimer. 

Your involvement here tonight — whether in person, or virtual, as a sponsor, friend, ally, or advocate 
— sends a signal that you are committed to addressing the extraordinary inequities and injustices that 
plague our criminal legal system. The funding secured through this event, and all fundraising efforts 
by the Foundation, support groundbreaking research, policy advocacy, robust pro bono services, and 
much more. Your support ensures that core NACDL values remain at the center of the Association’s 
work, including the eradication of systemic racism in the criminal legal system, the provision of top 
continuing legal education and resources to the defense bar, and reforming flaws and inequities in the 
criminal legal system.

Through its Return to Freedom Project, NACDL and its partners match pro bono attorneys with 
individuals who are incarcerated. These attorneys will seek relief through clemency, compassionate 
release, second chance legislation, and expungement upon release on behalf of the clients. I am proud to 
say that the NFCJ, through your generous and ongoing support, has been able to provide critical support 
and resources to enable NACDL to be at the vanguard of these efforts. 

None of this work would be possible without your support. As I have often said, whenever you see the 
nation’s criminal defense bar leading the charge and making the change that we need in our criminal legal 
system, it is in no small measure owing to your financial contributions to the NFCJ. Together, there is 
nothing we cannot accomplish as we look to the Foundation’s next 20 years, and beyond. Thank you and 
enjoy the evening. 

	 President, NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice
	 Past President, NACDL

A 
MESSAGE 

FROM:
Lisa M. Wayne

NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice President
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On behalf of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, welcome to tonight’s Gala celebrating 
the 20th Anniversary of the NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice. Tonight marks not only our 
platinum anniversary but a return, we hope, to community after nearly two years of distance from our 
NACDL family. Welcome home.

Welcome and thank you. Thank you for your support for the Foundation which, as you know, empowers 
NACDL’s wonderful staff to move us further along the moral arc of the universe toward a fair, rational, 
and humane criminal legal system. Your support for the Foundation allows NACDL to serve as a leader, 
alongside diverse coalitions, to reform the flaws and inequities in the criminal legal system, redress 
systemic racism, and ensure that our members and others in the criminal defense bar have the skills, 
resources, and opportunity to serve all accused persons at the highest level. This is our Vision and 
Mission, and your support provides the life blood for NACDL’s noble work and far-reaching success.

Despite these successes, we must do more to support our members and protect our brothers and sisters 
caught in the cruel machinery of the criminal justice system. We face profound challenges including 
systemic racism, the tyranny of the trial penalty, mass incarceration, disparate policing practices, 
and overcriminalization, including dangerously unconstitutional efforts to criminalize the exercise of 
reproductive rights and voting rights. Thankfully, through hard work and strategic thinking, NACDL is at 
the top of its game; we are stronger than ever and, unlike every other voluntary bar organization, we have 
grown despite the trials and tribulations of the semi-apocalyptic world of 2020 and 2021. We will build 
together our own brighter future.  

Our future is built, of course, on the power of our past. Today’s NACDL stands upon the dedicated labor 
of professionals who, for 63 years, have defended the Constitution, human beings, and ethical advocacy. 
Tonight, we honor Norman and his immense contributions to NACDL and to the Foundation with NACDL’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award. We also honor three dedicated visionaries: activist Nkechi Taifa, journalist 
Carrie Johnson, and philanthropist Jason Flom. Thanks to all of you for your focused compassion, 
celebrated intelligence, and strategic efforts to deliver justice to our clients, our members, and our world. 

I also want to thank Interim Executive Director Kyle O’Dowd, Development Director Clay Braswell, and 
the superb professional staff of NACDL for their huge hearts, consistent dedication, and unflinching 
courage. You are NACDL’s heart and soul.

Thank you all for joining us. Let’s raise our glasses together, in the warmth of our NACDL family, to 
celebrate these extraordinary individuals!

	 Martín Antonio Sabelli 
	 NACDL President

Martín Antonio Sabelli
	 NACDL President

A 
MESSAGE 

FROM:
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“�There is no higher calling than to champion liberty and to pursue  
a rational and humane criminal justice policy for America.”

			   — Norman L. Reimer, November 9, 2006

This statement is as true tonight as it was when honoree Norman L. Reimer said it upon his installation as Executive 
Director of NACDL, 15 years ago.   It is our mantra and a unifying reason to celebrate NACDL and the 20th Anniversary of the 
Foundation. 

So, welcome to the nation’s capital. Welcome to the beautiful National Building Museum. And welcome to the celebration of the 
20th Anniversary of the NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice (NFCJ). As a Foundation trustee, its Vice President, and as a 
Past President of NACDL, I express my sincere gratitude and appreciation for the vital support that each of you provides to the 
Foundation and the work it supports. It is an honor to have your support, and it is, as those of you who know me, my honor to 
seek that support on behalf of the NFCJ.

The Foundation provides critical financial resources for the nation’s criminal defense bar — the constitutionally-ordained 
guardians of individual liberty. We stand with our clients, protecting them and our most cherished freedoms. The NFCJ 
ensures — through training, collegial support, litigation, and institutional change — a better, fairer criminal legal system and 
society. The NFCJ is the most important charity I can think of to support in order to fix America’s criminal legal system and 
empower a robust defense bar. 

I want to acknowledge the extraordinary work done by NACDL’s professional staff, without whom tonight would not be 
possible. And I congratulate tonight’s esteemed Champions of Justice: Nkechi Taifa, Carrie Johnson, and Jason Flom. The 
work of these professionals has been critical to the movement for a fair, just, humane, and accountable criminal legal system. 

Tonight, we also honor our friend and colleague Norman L. Reimer with NACDL’s Lifetime Achievement Award. Words 
cannot capture the immense debt of gratitude we collectively owe Norman for what he has done to elevate the nation’s criminal 
defense bar and to advance the cause of criminal legal system reform. Under Norman’s leadership, NACDL achieved a doubling 
of the size of staff and the annual budget, an expansion of capacity that has enabled numerous, successful initiatives, including 
numerous groundbreaking reports, and at the same time through unparalleled education, training, support and collegiality has 
advanced the practice of criminal law, providing countless benefits to members and favorable and just results for their clients. 
Norman transformed NACDL and the NFCJ.

NACDL is comprehensively spearheading criminal legal reform efforts. Know that their efforts are supported by your steadfast 
support. You are making a difference in a system that is desperately in need of reform. Thank you for your support, solidarity, 
and friendship, Now, savor the evening and all that you have done, for so many and for so long!  

	 NACDL + NFCJ, Amen!

	 Theodore “Ted” Simon 
	 Past President, NACDL 
	 Vice President, NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice

A 
MESSAGE 

FROM:
Theodore “Ted” Simon
NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice Vice President
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President
Lisa Monet Wayne 
	 Denver, CO

Vice President
Theodore Simon 
	 Philadelphia, PA

Treasurer
Nina J. Ginsberg 
	 Alexandria, VA

Secretary
Cynthia Eva Hujar Orr 
	 San Antonio, TX

Trustees
Christopher W. Adams 
	 Charleston, SC

Drew Findling 
	 Atlanta, GA

Mark V. Holden 
	 Washington, DC

Rick Jones 
	 New York, NY

Nellie L. King 
	 West Palm Beach, FL

Deborah Leff 
	 Washington, DC

Barry C. Scheck 
	 New York, NY

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice
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PAST PRESIDENTS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers

President 
Martín Sabelli 
	 San Francisco, CA

President-Elect 
Nellie King 
	 West Palm Beach, FL

First  
Vice President 
Michael P. Heiskell 
	 Fort Worth, TX

Second  
Vice President 
Christopher A. Wellborn 
	 Rock Hill, SC

Secretary 
Andrew S. Birrell 
	 Minneapolis, MN 

Immediate  
Past President 
Christopher W. Adams 
	 Charleston, SC

Parliamentarian 
Kobie Flowers 
	 Washington, DC

Directors 
Huda Ajlani-Macri 
	 Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Benjamin Au 
	 San Francisco, CA
Brian H. Bieber  
	 Miami, FL
Melissa Bobrow  
	 San Diego, CA 
Jonathan M. Brayman 
	 Chicago, IL
Seth P. Chazin  
	 Berkeley/San Francisco, CA
Angelica Cogliano  
	 Austin, TX
Eric Davis 
	 Houston, TX
Nicole DeBorde 
	 Houston, TX
Jeremy Delicino 
	 Salt Lake City, UT
James E. Felman 
	 Tampa, FL
Jacqueline Goodman  
	 Fullerton, CA
Stephen Ross Johnson  
	 Knoxville, TN
Lindsay A. Lewis 
	 New York, NY
Adrian M. Lobo 
	 Las Vegas, NV

Lisa A. Mathewson 
	 Philadelphia, PA
Timothy F. McCarthy 
	 West Des Moines, IA
Lorna S. McClusky 
	 Memphis, TN
JaneAnne Murray 
	 Minneapolis, MN
Shahzad Naseem 
	 Kansas City, MO
Catharine O’Daniel  
	 Chicago, IL
C. Melissa Owen 
	 Charlotte, NC
Robert H. Patillo 
	 Atlanta, GA
Sonya Pfeiffer 
	 Charlotte, NC
Todd S. Pugh 
	 Chicago, IL
Gabriel Reyes 
	 Dallas, TX
Carmen Roe 
	 Houston, TX
Justin N. Rosas 
	 Medford, OR

Addy R. Schmitt 
	 Washington, DC
Brady Skinner III  
	 Baton Rouge, LA
Kathy Stilling  
	 Brookfield, WI 
Tony Thedford 
	 Chicago, IL
Bruce Udolf  
	 Fort Lauderdale, FL
Ian M. Wallach 
	 Los Angeles, CA
Diego Weiner  
	 Miami, FL 
Richard Willstatter  
	 White Plains, NY
Timothy E. Zerillo  
	 Portland, ME

Interim  
Executive Director 
Kyle O’Dowd 
	 Washington, DC
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STAFF

National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers

John Albanes

Vanessa Antoun

Akvile Athanason

Max Behrman

Jason Benson

LaDawn Black

Elizabeth A. Blackwood

Denise P. Blake

H. Clay Braswell, Jr.

Johnna Carey-Park

Shuli Carroll

Tom Chambers

Tristan Chambers

Quintin M. Chatman

Julie Ciccolini

Cori Crisfield

Aisha Dennis

Jessie Diamond

Ivan Dominguez

Julian Giles

Rahel Haile

Bonnie Hoffman

Kate Holden

Katherine E. Jensen

Gerald Lippert

Randy Loayza

Steven J. Logan

Eric McBurney

Monica J. Milton

Jumana Musa

Kyle O’Dowd

Jason Hawthorne Petty

Priyanka Podugu

Michael Price

Nathan Pysno

Monica L. Reid

Margaret Ringler

Jacob Samuels

Viviana Sejas

Maria Singh Amezcua

Jessica Stepan

Koichi Take

Anas Uddin

Daniel Weir

Nora Zimmerman

Catherine Zlomek
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Charles Bellows (1958-59)

Prof. Samuel Dash (1959-60)

Harris B. Steinberg (1960-61)

Dan H. McCollough (1961-62)

Gregory Stout (1962-63)

Percy Foreman (1963-64)

Morris A. Shenker (1964-65)

Harvey J. St. Jean (1965-66)

Hon. Jack Grant Day (1966-68)

Hon. S. Rush Nicholson (1968-69)

Gilbert S. Rosenthal (1969-70)

Paul T. Smith (1970-71)

George Aronson (1971-72)

Charles W. Tessmer (1972-73)

Frank E. Haddad, Jr. (1973-74)

James R. Willis (1974-75)

James M. Shellow (1975-76)

Robert C. Heeney (1976-77)

C. Anthony Friloux, Jr. (1977-78)

Gerald S. Gold (1978-79)

Albert J. Krieger (1979-80)

Oscar B. Goodman (1980-81)

Murray J. Janus (1981-82)

John E. Ackerman (1982-83)

Robert W. Ritche (1983-84)

Ronald I. Meshbesher (1984-85)

David W. Russell (1985-86)

Bruce M. Lyons (1986-87)

Frank Maloney (1987-88)

Ephraim Margolin (1988-89)

Neal R. Sonnett (1989-90)

Alan Ellis (1990-91)

Jeffrey S. Weiner (1991-92)

Nancy Hollander (1992-93)

John Henry Hingson (1993-94)

Gerald H. Goldstein (1994-95)

Robert Fogelnest (1995-96)

Judy Clarke (1996-97)

Gerald B. Lefcourt (1997-98)

Larry Pozner (1998-99)

William B. Moffitt (1999-00)

Edward A. Mallett (2000-01)

Irwin H. Schwartz (2001-02)

E.E. (Bo) Edwards (2003-04)

Lawrence S. Goldman (2003-04)

Barry C. Scheck (2004-05)

Barbara E. Bergman (2005-06)

Martin S. Pinales (2006-07)

Carmen D. Hernandez (2007-08)

John Wesley Hall (2008-09)

Cynthia Eva Hujar Orr (2009-10)

Jim E. Lavine (2010-11)

Lisa Monet Wayne (2011-12)

Steven D. Benjamin (2012-13)

Jerry J. Cox (2013-14)

Theodore Simon (2014-15)

E. G. Morris (2015-16)

Barry J. Pollack (2016-17)

Rick Jones (2017-18)

Drew Findling (2018-19)

Nina J. Ginsberg (2019-20)

Christopher W. Adams (2020-21)

PAST PRESIDENTS

National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers
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LEAD SPONSOR

Jason Flom

CHAMPIONS OF LIBERTY

Josh Dubin and Dubin Research  
& Consulting, Inc.

Leonard Goodman
Barry Scheck
Winston & Strawn

SENTINELS OF TRUTH

Andrew Birrell
DiMuroGinsberg, PC
Stephen Ross Johnson and  

Ritchie, Davies, Johnson  
& Stovall, P.C.

Linda & Norman Reimer
Sean J. Reimer
Vicki Young, Lisa M. Wayne and 

Martín Antonio Sabelli  
Sidley Austin, LLP
Law Offices of Theodore Simon
Skadden, Arps, Slate,  

Meagher & Flom LLP
Susan Walsh and Vladeck,  

Raskin & Clark
Bruce Udolf

PROTECTORS OF CIVIL RIGHTS

Breen & Pugh
Joel Rudin
The Law Office of Justin Rosas

E V E N T
S P O N S O R S

ADVOCATES OF CHANGE

Christopher W. Adams, Esq.
Goldstein & Orr 
Louise and Mark Holden
KaiserDillon PLLC

Nellie L. King
McCarthy & Hamrock 
The Findling Law Firm
C. Melissa Owen and  

Tin Fulton Walker & Owen

PATRONS OF FREEDOM

Buckley, LLP
Gray-Robinson, P.A.
John Wesley Hall
Loevy & Loevy
Nicole Deborde Hochblaube

Marvin Schechter
Sikich
Sonya Pfieffer and  

Rudolf Widenhouse
The Haverford Trust Company

BENEFACTORS

ACLU
Arguedas, Cassman & Headley LLP
Arshack, Hajek & Lehrman PLLC
Farr, Miller & Washington
Gerald B. Lefcourt, P.C.
Greenspan, Humphrey, Weinstein
Hodge, Hart & Schleifer
Huda Ajlani Macri
L. Barret Boss and Cozen O’Connor
Deborah Leff
Marissa Elkins. Elkins, Auer,  

Rudof & Schiff, LLC/NACDL, 
Northampton, MA

Massey McClusky McClusky & Fuchs

Melinda Sarafa and Select  
Equity Group, L.P.

Miller & Chevalier Chartered
Mintz
New Yorkers United for Justice
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton  

& Garrison LLP
Rosen Bien Galvan & Grunfeld LLP
Kathy Stilling
Swanson & McNamara LLP
The Law Office of Catharine O’Daniel
The Law Office Gabriel Reyes
Martin G. Weinberg
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Nkechi Taifa is an attorney, activist, academician, 
and author. A passionate and visionary professional, 
she enjoys decades of experience as an accomplished 
justice system reform strategist and advocate. Taifa 
excels at advancing creative, cutting-edge approaches 
that encourage out-of-the-box thinking and action. 
The wealth of her experiences has allowed her to 
pursue justice from different vantage points — as a 
litigator, lobbyist, academician, advocate, policy analyst, 
community activist, convener, and grant-maker.

Nkechi is President and CEO of The Taifa Group LLC. 
She convenes the Justice Roundtable Coalition and 
serves as Senior Fellow for the Center of Justice at 
Columbia University. Over her career Taifa has worked 
for the Open Society Foundations, ACLU, Women’s 
Legal Defense Fund, Howard University School of 
Law, National Prison Project, and Washington Office 
on Africa. She has taught popular seminars on Law, 
Race and Justice and has litigated high-profile civil and 
criminal cases as a private practitioner in the District of 
Columbia and federal court.

Taifa served as Commissioner and Chair of the 
District of Columbia Commission on Human Rights 
and currently serves on the governing board of the 
Corrections Information Council and the National 
African American Reparations Commission. She has 

testified before the U.S. Congress, the United States 
Sentencing Commission, the Council of the District 
of Columbia, the American Bar Association Justice 
Kennedy Commission, the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights, and the U.S. Helsinki Commission.

Nkechi Taifa’s primary area of focus is justice, including 
sentencing, policing, prisons, voting, reentry, clemency, 
racial justice, political prisoners, and reparations. 
She is the recipient of numerous honors and awards, 
including Essence Magazine’s 2019 WOKE 100 Black 
Women Advocating for Change; the Wiley Branton 
Award from both the National Bar Association and 
Washington Lawyer’s Committee for Civil Rights; 
Washington Council of Lawyer’s President’s Award; 
Equal Justice Award from the UDC School of Law; and 
numerous awards and honors from Howard University 
School of Law.

A native of Washington, Taifa received her B.A. from 
Howard University and J.D. from George Washington 
Law School. She is the author of a best-seller 
memoir, Black Power, Black Lawyer: My Audacious 
Quest for Justice, as well as several children’s books. 
Authentic and unapologetic, Nkechi Taifa is a 
captivating motivational speaker who has mesmerized 
diverse audiences across the country with her high 
energy and creative style.
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Carrie Johnson is a justice correspondent for the Washington Desk. Since 2000, Carrie 
has covered a wide variety of stories about justice issues, law enforcement, and legal 
affairs for NPR’s flagship programs Morning Edition and All Things Considered, as well as 
the newscasts and NPR.org.

Johnson has chronicled major challenges to the landmark voting rights law, a botched law 
enforcement operation targeting gun traffickers along the Southwest border, and the Obama 
administration’s deadly drone program for suspected terrorists overseas.

Prior to coming to NPR in 2010, Johnson worked at the Washington Post for 10 years, where 
she closely observed the FBI, the Justice Department, and criminal trials of the former 
leaders of Enron, HealthSouth, and Tyco. Earlier in her career, she wrote about courts for 
the weekly publication Legal Times.

Her work has been honored with awards from the Robert F. Kennedy Center for Justice and 
Human Rights, the Society for Professional Journalists, SABEW, and the National Juvenile 
Defender Center. She has been a finalist for the Loeb Award for financial journalism and 
the Pulitzer Prize in breaking news for team coverage of the massacre at Fort Hood, Texas.

Johnson is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison and Benedictine 
University in Illinois.
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Jason Flom is the Founder and CEO of Lava For Good Podcasts and Lava 
Media. Flom previously served as Chairman and CEO at Atlantic Records, Virgin 
Records, and Capitol Music Group, and he is personally responsible for launching 
acts such as Katy Perry, Kid Rock, Lorde, and Greta Van Fleet. He is a leading 
philanthropist and expert on criminal justice issues and an internationally 
recognized and celebrated public speaker. Flom is the founding board member 
of the Innocence Project and serves on the boards of numerous criminal justice 
reform organizations. He is the host of the hit podcast Wrongful Conviction with 
Jason Flom, which features interviews with men and women who have spent 
decades in prison for crimes they did not commit, some even sentenced to death. 
Flom also hosts Righteous Convictions, which spotlights social justice leaders 
such as Senator Dick Durbin, U.S. Representative James Clyburn, and Serial 
creator and activist Rabia Chaudry — true rockstars of these turbulent times. 
Flom’s love for animals inspired his latest project, the children’s book Lulu is a 
Rhinoceros, co-written with his daughter Allison Flom and released in June 2018. 
The book explores social themes addressing individuality, tolerance, and most 
importantly, acceptance, and launched with partnerships including Bonobos, 
Zappos, and the African Wildlife Foundation.
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 Norman L. Reimer is Senior Policy Consultant at the National Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers (NACDL). Prior to serving in this role, he was the 
Executive Director of the Association and of the NACDL Foundation for Criminal 
Justice from 2006 until July 2021. NACDL is the preeminent organization in the 
United States advancing the mission of the nation’s criminal defense bar to ensure 
justice and due process for all and to advocate for rational and humane criminal 
justice policies. As Executive Director, Norman Reimer led a professional staff based 
in Washington, D.C., serving NACDL’s approximately 9,000 direct members and 90 
local, state, and international affiliate organizations with up to 40,000 members. 
Through Norman’s vision and leadership, NACDL and the NACDL Foundation for 
Criminal Justice saw an unprecedented period of expansion, including fundraising, 
resulting in more than doubling the size of staff and the annual budget, thus enabling 
the organization to launch numerous reform initiatives.

Before assuming this position, Norman Reimer practiced law for 28 years, most 
recently at Gould Reimer Walsh Goffin Cohn LLP. A criminal defense lawyer 
throughout his career, with expertise in trial and appellate advocacy in both state and 
federal jurisdictions, Mr. Reimer is a recognized leader of the organized bar and a 
spokesperson on behalf of reform of the legal system.
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Champion of Justice Awards  are bestowed upon those 
individuals who — through legislative, legal, journalistic, 
philanthropic, or humanitarian pursuits — have staunchly 
preserved or defended the constitutional rights of individuals in 
the United States and have endeavored to ensure justice and due 
process for persons accused of crime.

The Champion of Public Defense Award recognizes an 
individual or group for exceptional efforts in making positive 
changes to a local, county, state, or federal public defense system. 
Although the outstanding direct, individual representation of every 
defendant is one of NACDL’s foremost goals, this award is intended 
to highlight efforts toward systemic advances through legislation, 
litigation, or other strategies.

Lifetime Achievement Awards are presented in recognition 
of exceptional accomplishments over a lifetime of distinguished 
leadership and service on behalf of the law.
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CHAMPION OF PUBLIC DEFENSE AWARDEES
Tonight, on behalf of NACDL’s Public Defense Committee, we will recognize the 2021 Champion of Public Defense, 
the International Legal Foundation (ILF), for its tireless work as a global advocate for the right to counsel. For 
20 years the ILF has helped nations establish robust public defense systems lead by zealous, passionate, and 
committed defense lawyers who are committed to high caliber, client-centered advocacy. 

In addition, we will recognize the 2020 Champion of Public Defense, the Legal Aid Society of Puerto Rico’s 
Juvenile Justice Program. Known locally as “The Last of the Mohicans,” this small band of juvenile defenders 
is the only organization in all of Puerto Rico that represents indigent minors in every jurisdiction and through 
every stage of the legal process. Beyond having an impact on their clients, this group of committed attorneys 
has championed legislation, developed pilot programs, and trained other court officials with a singular goal of 
improving the treatment of youth in Puerto Rico’s legal system. 

About the ILF: Every day, millions of people languish in jails around the world because they cannot afford a defense lawyer. 
The International Legal Foundation (ILF) is a non-profit organization founded to address this global crisis in access to justice. 
For nearly two decades, the ILF has fought to guarantee high-quality legal representation for everyone arrested or detained. 
Around the world, we provide quality criminal defense services and build sustainable, effective legal aid institutions. Currently, 
we provide direct legal services in Afghanistan, Nepal, Myanmar, Palestine, and Tunisia and offer technical assistance worldwide.

ILF
�����������������
����������������

About the PR Legal Aid Society: The mission of Sociedad para Asistencia Legal de Puerto Rico, or the Legal Aid 
Society of Puerto Rico, is to protect and defend the rights of indigent people, offering free, effective, compassionate 
and excellent legal services, promoting equal treatment before the law. Our vision is to improve and expand services 
to our clients and be recognized and respected for our contribution to the criminal justice system.
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The NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice (NFCJ), and its member organization, 
the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (NACDL), are the preeminent 
organizations in the United States advancing the mission of the nation’s criminal defense 
bar to ensure justice and due process for persons accused of a crime, to foster the integrity 
and independence of the criminal defense profession, and to promote the core values of 
America’s justice system. NACDL envisions a society where all individuals receive fair, 
rational, and humane treatment within the criminal justice system. NACDL’s mission 
is to serve as a leader, alongside diverse coalitions, in identifying and reforming flaws 
and inequities in the criminal justice system, redressing systemic racism, and ensuring 
that its members and others in the criminal defense bar are fully equipped to serve all 
accused persons at the highest level. NACDL pursues this mission by providing training 
and resources to the defense bar, and by more broadly promoting criminal justice reform 
throughout the legal profession and society as a whole.

Fundraisers such as tonight’s Gala provide the NFCJ, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization, 
critical unrestricted support that enables NACDL to meet its mission.

Efforts supported by the NFCJ include:

	Diversity Summer Law Fellowships to promote diversity in the criminal 
defense bar and multi-faceted programs to address systemic racial and 
ethnic disparities; 

	A major national effort to combat the tyranny of the trial penalty;

	Pro bono clemency and compassionate release  
(NACDL’s Return to Freedom Project initiatives)  
programs to secure reduction of excessive sentences;

	Several projects focusing on restoration of rights;

	NACDL’s groundbreaking research and reports including soon  
to be released reports on the Overcriminalization of Abortion  
and another on the perils of Predictive Policing; various strategic 
initiatives to promote sentencing reform; 

	Ongoing efforts to oppose overcriminalization and ensure  
adequate mens rea requirements in all criminal statutes; and

	Support for NACDL’s Fourth Amendment Center to equip the  
criminal defense bar to challenge unprecedented governmental  
challenges to privacy in the digital age.

Know that your presence here tonight helps NACDL and the NFCJ fight  
for a more just, and humane, criminal legal system. Thank you!
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Barry Scheck, Dorothy Rick, and our colleagues at 

the Innocence Project and Neufeld, Scheck & Brustin 

salute Liberty’s Last Champions, our cherished 

friend, Jason Flom, NACDL’s most consequential ED, 

Norman Reimer, and honorees, Nkechi Taifa  

and Carrie Johnson. 

Now more than ever, we need courage and 
smarts to save our democracy and Constitution.
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THE ANNUAL ADVANCED CRIMINAL LAW SEMINAR,
VICTOR SHERMAN AND STAN GREENBERG

SALUTE AND THANK

NORMAN REIMER
FOR HIS OUTSTANDING WORK AS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE NACDL 

AND

INSTRUMENTAL ADVOCATE OF THE SEMINAR

Your support has enabled this unique and beloved event to 
continue its existence for 42 special years, bringing enlightenment, 
stimulation and camaraderie to criminal defense lawyers and 
their colleagues in the courts and in journalism. We applaud and 
appreciate you, and wish you every fulfillment in your future.
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The Tzedek Association  
wishes a hearty

MAZAL TOV
t o  h o n o r e e s

Norman Reimer & Nkechi Taifa

Norman has been a partner par excellence in so many noble 
ef forts. Knowing his passion for a fair criminal justice system, 
we know he will continue to fight the good fight. To that end, 
may G-d bless Norman to go from strength to strength!

We cannot think of a more worthy candidate for the 
Champion of Justice Award than Nkechi Taifa! Nkechi uses 
her decades of experience in championing criminal justice 
reform every single day. She is not just a leader in CJR, Nkechi 
inspires so many others to be CJR leaders. She is, in fact, one 
of the greatest champions for justice and fairness in our 
nation today, and it is an honor to work beside her.

Rabbi Jacob Weiss
Executive Director

Rabbi Moshe Margaretten
President 
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NACDL’s Women in  
Criminal Defense Committee 

is proud to join together and show 
our support for tonight’s event and 
the work supported by the NACDL 
Foundation for Criminal Justice

Melissa Bobrow
Marissa Elkins
Nina Ginsberg
Jaqueline Goodman
Daniella Gordon
Nicole Deborde Hochglaube
Nellie King
Marci Gilligan LaBranche
Lindsay Lewis
Huda Ajlani Macri
Lisa Mathewson
Lorna McCluskey
JaneAnne Murray
Catherine O’Daniel
Missy Owen
Sonya Pfeiffer
Melinda Sarafa
Addy Schmidt
Kathy Stilling
Kristina Supler
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THERE IS NO 
THEM AND US
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Linda Abrams Reimer salutes 
tonight’s honorees, NACDL,  
and the NACDL Foundation.

I would especially like to 

pay tribute to my husband, 

Norman Reimer, for his 

invaluable leadership at 

NACDL and for his unyielding 

commitment to make the 

world a better place through 

criminal justice reform.

“

”
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Linda & Norman Reimer

John Albanes

Vanessa Antoun

Akvile Athanason

Max Behrman

Jason Benson

LaDawn Black

Elizabeth A. Blackwood

Denise P. Blake

H. Clay Braswell, Jr.

Johnna Carey-Park

Shuli Carroll

Tom Chambers

Tristan Chambers

Quintin M. Chatman

Julie Ciccolini

Cori Crisfield

Aisha Dennis

Jessie Diamond

Ivan Dominguez

Julian Giles

Rahel Haile

Bonnie Hoffman

Kate Holden

Katherine E. Jensen

Gerald Lippert

Randy Loayza

Steven J. Logan

Eric McBurney

Monica J. Milton

Jumana Musa

Kyle O’Dowd

Jason Hawthorne Petty

Priyanka Podugu

Michael Price

Nathan Pysno

Monica L. Reid

Margaret Ringler

Jacob Samuels

Viviana Sejas

Maria Singh Amezcua

Jessica Stepan

Koichi Take

Anas Uddin

Daniel Weir

Nora Zimmerman

Catherine Zlomek

With Gratitude and Admiration to the Magnificent NACDL Team  
for 15 Years of Support and  Excellence in Pursuit of Justice
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Sean J. Reimer
salutes tonight’s honorees, NACDL,  

and the NACDL Foundation.

“I would especially like to salute my dad, Norman Reimer,  
for his outstanding leadership as Executive Director  

of NACDL for the last 15 years.”
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NACDL
Foundation

usticeJ
Norman, 
Amen!

Theodore Simon | Law Offices of Theodore Simon

1600 Market Street | 14th Floor | Philadelphia PA 19103 | 215-563-5550 | TSimonEsq1@aol.com

Congratulations, Honorees!
Nkechi, Carrie, and Jason!

Congratulations to the 
incomparable NACDL Staff
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Congratulations and 
thank you, Norman, 

for your lifelong 
commitment to the 

cause of justice.

BRUCE L. UDOLF
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“Thank you, Norman.”

Susan J. Walsh &
Vladeck Raskin & Clark, PC

(Criminal Defense & Plaintiff’s Employment)
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LAW OFFICES OF  
MARTÍN A. SABELLI

740 Noe Street
San Francisco, California 94114

P: (415) 298-8435
www.sabellilaw.com

LAW OFFICES OF  
LISA WAYNE

Denver Financial Center
1775 Sherman Street, Suite 1650

Denver, Colorado 80203
P: (303) 860-1661

www.waynelawfirm.com

LAW OFFICES OF  
VICKI H. YOUNG

2211 Park Boulevard
Palo Alto, California 94306

P: (650) 289-0635
www.vhylaw.com

We honor Nkechi Taifa, Carrie Johnson, Jason Flom,  
and Norman Reimer for their compassion, commitment, 

and contributions to bending the moral arc of the universe 
toward justice. Tonight, we raise our glasses, with our NACDL 

family at last, to celebrate these extraordinary individuals!
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LAW OFFICES OF JOEL B. RUDIN, P.C.
brings civil rights lawsuits for the wrongfully 

prosecuted and convicted.

We congratulate Norman Reimer for his visionary 
work for NACDL building this great organization and 
making more effective the work of criminal defenders 

holding our criminal justice system accountable.

We’re deeply thankful, Norman.
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The NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice and  
the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 

T H A N K

Christopher W. Adams, Esq.

for generously supporting NFCJ  
and the 2021 Awards Gala as an

ADVOCATE OF CHANGE
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C elebrating over 80 years, the firm has represented corporate officials, 
doctors, lawyers, judges, legislators, journalists, athletes, entertainers, 
public officials and others. Dedicated to improving our Justice system 

and holding prosecutors accountable, the firm represented exoneree Michael 
Morton, who wrongfully served 25 years for the murder of his wife, resulting in 
the reform of criminal discovery in Texas and the first ever criminal conviction 
of a prosecutor for the intentional suppression of favorable evidence. The 
firm represented exoneree Hannah Overton, whose capital murder case was 
reversed and dismissed, freed Texas’ youngest death row inmate, and continues 
to seek vindication for Cameron Todd Willingham, whose wrongful execution 
was based on junk science. 

G&O has successfully represented prominent business, professional, and 
public figures facing criminal and regulatory difficulties, including a U.S. 
Congressman in the Abscam Scandal, wrestler “Stone Cold” Steve Austin, 
rappers 2 Live Crew, NFL and NBA players, former Panamanian President 
Manuel Noriega before the United States Supreme Court, a lawyer in 
Operation Brilab and Gonzo journalist Dr. Hunter S. Thompson.

310 South St. Mary’s St., 29th Floor, Tower Life Building
San Antonio, TX 78205 • Tel: (210) 226-1463 • Fax: (210) 226-8367
WWW.GOLDSTEINORR.LAW
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KaiserDillon PLLC  
Congratulates NFCJ on Another 
Year of Being Awesome!
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The NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice and  
the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 

T H A N K

Louise and Mark Holden

for generously supporting NFCJ  
and the 2021 Awards Gala as

ADVOCATES OF CHANGE

Timothy McCarthy II 
McCarthy and Hamrock P.C.

ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT THE NACDL FOUNDATION FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Attorneys at Law

Timothy McCarthy II
1200 Valley West Drive, Suite 400, West Des Moines, IA 50266 u  Phone: (515) 279-9700 u  Fax: (515) 279-8355

www.mccarthyhamrock.com
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TIN FULTON WALKER & OWEN

Proud Supporters of  
The Foundation for Criminal Justice  

and the Amazing Work  
of Norman Reimer 
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We few, we happy few,
we band of sisters and brothers;
For he to-day that
sheds his blood with me
Shall be my sister and brother.

This is our calling. This is our life. 
We are NACDL.*

* President’s Column, We Are Enforcers of 
the Constitution at 6 (Aug. 2008) (quoting 
Shakespeare, Henry V, Act. IV, sc. 3, St. Crispin’s Day 
Speech (1599) (corrected)).

Through unparalled wisdom, 
professionalism, focus, and friendship, 
Norman Reimer did more for NACDL 
in his 15 years than all of us together 
in the previous 48. We are a better 
bar and all of us better lawyers 
working with him. We salute you for 
bringing us here. We are humbled.

–John Wesley Hall
NACDL President (President 2008-09)
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Thank you NACDL for helping 
us all fight the good fight,  
and thank you Norm for all 
you have done for NACDL.

Nicole DeBorde Hochglaube  
3515 Fannin St  |  Houston, Texas 77004
P: 713-526-6300  |  F: 713-808-9444  |  E: nicole@debordelawfirm.com
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The NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice and  
the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 

T H A N K

LOEVY & LOEVY

for generously supporting NFCJ  
and the 2021 Awards Gala as

PATRONS OF FREEDOM

WEBBY AWARD-WINNING PODCAST ABUSE OF POWER  
IS PROUD TO SUPPORT THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY  

OF THE NACDL FOUNDATION FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE
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NORMAN REIMER

With gratitude and deep appreciation 
for your outstanding service  
and dedication to NACDL

a n d
the goal of providing a fair  

criminal justice system for all

Marvin E. Schechter, Esq.
1790 Broadway, Suite 710

New York, NY 10019
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In Honor of  
Norman L. Reimer

Nancy Hollander
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Congratulations to our 
dear friend and colleague, 
Norman, on more than a 
Lifetime of Achievement!

Your friends,

Ellen	 (Yaroshefsky)
Susan	 (Tipograph)
Lori	 (Cohen)
Laura	 (Held)

The NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice and  
the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 

T H A N K

T O R O N T O ,  O N T A R I O

for generously supporting NFCJ and the 2021 Awards Gala as a

BENEFACTOR
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Thank you, Norm,  
for all that you have done.

Judge Charles Atwell
a n d

Jay Daugherty  
Mediation & Arbitration

Kansas City, Missouri

The NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice  
and the National Association of  

Criminal Defense Lawyers 

T H A N K

Arguedas, Cassman  
& Headley LLP

for generously supporting NFCJ  
and the 2021 Awards Gala as a

BENEFACTOR
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“I’ve been friends with Norm since 
high school, and at 17 Norm exhibited 
the organizing capabilities of a 
35-year-old as we protested against the 
Vietnam War and censorship of the 
school newspaper. That’s why Norm’s 
fantastic achievements at NACDL 
come as no surprise, and give me even 
more reason to be proud of Norm.”

– Jerry Block

1395 Brickell Avenue, Ste. 800 
Miami, Florida 33131

Telephone: 305.443.7100
E-Mail: ray@ramondelacabada.com

www.ramondelacabada.com

Justice Roundtable’s 
Reentry Working Group 
congratulates honoree 

Nkechi Taifa.

Thank you, Nkechi, for your  
longtime advocacy for equity and 
justice, and for opening doors and 
giving a platform to so many past, 

current, and future leaders!
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Justice Roundtable 
Coalition

congratulates its convener, 
Nkechi Taifa, for being 

honored with the esteemed 
NACDL Champion of 

Justice Award!

“To Norman Reimer, 
one of NACDL’s 
greatest leaders”

Gerald B. Lefcourt
Gerald B. Lefcourt, P.C.

The NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice  
and the National Association of  

Criminal Defense Lawyers 

T H A N K

Farr Miller  
& Washington

for generously supporting NFCJ  
and the 2021 Awards Gala as a

BENEFACTOR

The NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice  
and the National Association of  

Criminal Defense Lawyers 

T H A N K

Massey McClusky 
McClusky & Fuchs
for generously supporting NFCJ  
and the 2021 Awards Gala as a

BENEFACTOR
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MINTZ
is proud to sponsor the  

NACDL – NFCJ 2021 Gala

Heartfelt Gratitude to the 
Irreplaceable Norman Reimer  
and Congratulations to NFCJ  

for Another Amazing Year. 

You do us all proud! 

Catharine D. O’Daniel
Law Offices of Catharine D. O’Daniel
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CONGRATULATIONS TO

NORMAN L. REIMER

AND ALL OF THE HONOREES 
FOR YOUR HARD WORK  

AND DEDICATION

DEBBIE, JOEL AND HANNAH SHAFFERMAN

To Our Sista Nkechi, 
You are more than an inspiration to all of us, you are 
one of the originators of our sistahood. You helped 
inspire Solace and have been instrumental in 
manifesting the very best of us in your unflinching 
dedication to fighting for justice.  We are proud of 
you, appreciate you and salute you as you receive 
NACDL’s Champion of Justice Legal Award! 

We love you always in all ways, 
Solace for Sistas 

Solace for Sistas is a social and support network of Black 
and Brown women committed to human and civil rights, and 
social, racial, and criminal justice advocacy and activities. 

www.solaceforsistas.org



58  |    BUILDING ON THE PAST, IMAGINING THE FUTURE



On behalf of NACDL and the  
NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice (NFCJ), 

we thank you for your presence here tonight.  
Funds generated by this event will help  

NACDL and the NFCJ  
work toward their missions.

Everyone here, whether a donor or guest,  
is a partner in our efforts to build a more  
humane and just criminal legal system.

To learn more about work supported by the NFCJ, 
please visit nacdl.org/foundation. And you can 

make a tax-free contribution by using the 
donation envelope on your table or by visiting 

NACDL.org/SupportNFCJ.

Thank you for making a difference.



FOUNDATION FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE®

1660 L Street, NW, 12th Floor, Washington, DC 20036 
Phone 202-872-8600 | Fax 202-872-8690

www.NACDL.org/Foundation | foundation@nacdl.org
“Liberty’s Last Champion”®

The NACDL Foundation for Criminal Justice (NFCJ) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit in Washington, D.C.  

Its mission is to preserve and promote the core values of America’s justice system guaranteed by  

the Constitution —  among them due process, freedom from unreasonable search and seizure,  

fair sentencing, and effective assistance of counsel — by educating the public and the  

legal profession to the role of these rights and values in a free society. The NFCJ supports  

the work of the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers toward these ends.

Thank You  
For Your  
Support!
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