SENATE . . . . . . . No.9%4l

By Ms. Creem, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 942) of

Cynthia S. Creem and Richard T. Moore for legislation to improve the
accuracy of eyewitness identification procedures. The Judiciary.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

In the Year Two Thousand and Five,

AN ACT TO IMPROVE THE ACCURACY OF EYEWITNESS IDENTIFICATION

PROCEDURES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General

Court assembled. and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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SECTION 1. Legislative Findings.

The General Court hereby finds that a substantial number of
convictions of innocent persons result from erroneous eyewitness
identifications. The General Court further finds that adoption by
law enforcement of more careful and uniform procedures for con-
ducting and documenting eyewitness identifications is likely to
reduce the frequency of misidentification. Avoiding erroneous
eyewitness identifications not only serves to avoid convicting the
innocent, but also allows law enforcement to continue its pursuit
of the guilty. To promote these ends, the Legislature enacts the
following statute.

SECTION 2. The General Laws are hereby amended by
inserting after Chapter 276, the following new chapter:

Chapter 276A.
Eyewitness Identification Procedures.
Section |. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, the following words shall have the
following meanings, unless the context clearly requires other-
wise:—










































