- WHEREAS Clarence Earl Grdeon ‘was charged with breakmg into a Florida-
poolroom on June 3, 1961 and steahng coins from a cigarette machine. He asserted hls
x._mnocence .- . : _

: WHEREAS G1deon s request for counsel was denied, and the 51 year oid drlﬂer
"+ with an eighth grade educatron defended himself against the legal case presented by the
" -staté’s prosecuting attorney. He was convicted of felon breakmg and entenng wrth mtent

~to commrt a nnsdemeanor and was sentenced to ﬁve years in state prrson s

WHEREAS Grdeon submltted a handwrltten petrtlon to the Umted States _
i Supreme Court from his Florida prison ¢ell; arguing that the Untied States Constrtutlon
:does not allow poor people to be convicted and sefit to prison without legal . s
representatlon Twenty-two state attomeys general submltted a bnef supportmg hlm

WHEREAS on March 18 1963, the Supreme Court unammously ruled that

o .Gideon’s trial and coniviction w1thout the assistance of counsel was ﬁmdamentally unfair’

* and violated the Sixth and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution. It
'~ is:an “obvious. truth,” the Court stated, that “in our-adversary system of criminal justice,
Clany person | haled into court, who is too" poor to hire a lawyer cannot be assured a falr tnal
unless counsel is provrded for hrrn : : S s :

D WHEREAS at h1s retnal wrth the assrstance of counsel Clarence Earl Grdeon
- - Was acqu1tted : : L

' » WI-IEREAS 40 years later rmplementatron of rrght to counsel is extremely
** Uneven ‘across the nation, and people who cannot afford counsel are regularly-denied therr
basic right to a qualrﬁed attorney, resulting in unjust, life-altering verdicts. Subsequent
.- Supreme Court decisions have further expanded the states’ obllgatron to. provrde counsel
“to people who cannot aﬂ'ord to h1re a lawyer . .

- NOW THEREFORE I DAVE FREUDENTHAL Govemor of the State of
SRR Wyommg, do hereby proclalm March 18, 2003 tobe’ '

GIDEON DAY

Cin. Wyommg, and by thls proclamatlon also acknowledge the 25™ Anmversary of the

~ Wyoming Public Defender’s Office. That Wyoming hereby rededrcates itself to the -
principle of equal justice for all regardless of income, arid promotes ongomg

' .understandmg of and commltment to the ﬁllﬁllment of Gideon’s prormse '

. , IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand and caused the ,
s ,Execut1ve Seal of the Govemor of Wyommg to be afﬁxed thi 17t day of March 2003

"~ Governor
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