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INTHE NAME AnD By THE AuTHoriTY OF THE STATE OF lowa
PROCLAMATION

CLAREMCE EARL GIDEQHN WAS CHARGED WITH BREAKING INTG A FLORIDA
POCGLRECOM ANT STEALING ON IUME 3, 1961. HE ASSERTED HIS INNOCERCE; AND

GIDEON"S REQUEST FOR COUNSEL WaS DENIED, AND THE DRIFTER WITHH AN~ -
EICGIHTI-GRADE CDUCATION DEFERNDED HIMSELF AGAINST TIIE FROSCCUTOR. IIE
WaAS CONVICTED AND SENTENCED TO FIVE YEARS IN PRISON; AND

GIDEON SENT A HANDWRITTEN PETITION TO THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT
FROM IS PRISON CELL, ARGUING TIIE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION DOES NOT
ALLOW POOR PROPLE TO BE CONVICTED AND IMPRISONED WITIIOUT LEGAL
REPRESENTATION, TWENTY-TW(O STATE ATTORNEYS GEMERAL, INCLUDING EVEN
L. HULTHMAN OF 1004, SURMITTRD A RRIEF SUPPORTING HIW; AND

CHW MAKCH 18, 1963, THE SLPREME COURT LUMANIMOUSLY RULED THAT QINROINS
TRIAL WITHIHIT THE ABSISTANCE OF COUNSEL WAES FURDAMENTALLY LNFAIR
AND VIOLATED THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, IT 15 AN “0BYIOUS TRUTH,"
THE COURT STATED, TIIAT I OUR ADVERSARY SYSTEM OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE,
ANY PERSON HALED INTO COURT, WEHO 15 TOO POOR TO IIRE A LAWYER, CANNOT
BE ASSURLED A FAIR TRIAL UKLESS COUNSEL IS PROVIDED FOR HIM."; AND

AT HIS RETRIAL WITH THE ASSISTAMNCE OF COUNSEL, CLARENCE EARL GIDEQN
WaAS FOUND NOT GUILTY: AND

[N RESPOMSE TO GG ARD SUBEEGUENT SLPREME COURT DECIEIONS THAT
REFINED THE RICHT TO COUNSEL, THE STATE OF [OWA HAS ESTABLISHED
INDIGENT DEFENSE FROCRAMS TIIAT ENSURE ALL [OWANS ACCUSED OF CRIME
IIAYE ACCESS TO LAWYERS REGARDLESS OF IMCOME OR WEALTIE AND

THE STATE OF IOWA'S INDIGENT DEFENSE PROGRAMS FEATURE A STRONG
PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN PUBLIC DEFENDERS AND FRIVATE ATTORMNEYS. THIS
FARTRERSIIP MAKES IOWA'S PROCRAMS A MODEL IN FULFILLING THE
CONSTITUTIONAL OBLIGATION TO PROVIDE REFRESCWNTATION FOR TIIE INDIGENT:

MY, THEREFORE, [, THOMAS L WILSACK, GOVERMOR OF THE STATE OF I0WA, DO HERERY
PROMILATM MAKRDH 18, 2003 A8

THE 40™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE GIDEON V. WAINWRIGHT DECISION

AND AS
GIDEOXN DAY

M 1OWA, AND URGE OFFICIALS AND CTTIZENS OF THE STATE OF 10WA, INCLUDING LEGISLATORS,
NIDGES, FROSECUTORS, PUIBLIC DEFENDERS, AND MEMBERS (JF THE FRIVATE BAR, ARE ENCOURAGED
T EMGAGE TH AFFROPRIATE COMMEMORATIVE ACTIVITIES TO REMIND ALL OF THE IMPORTANCE 0OF

FOQUAL ACCESS T AISTICR IN OLE GREAT DEMOCKEALY

IN TEETIMONY WHEREOF, | HAVE
HEREUNTO SUBSCRIBED MY NAME
AND CAUSED THE GREAT SEAL OF
THE STATE ©OF 10WA TO BE AFFIXCD.
DOKE AT DES MOINES TS 18™ DAY
OF MaRCH IN THE YEAR OF OUR
LORD TWO THOUSAMD THREE,
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