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2003 marks the
40th anniversary of
Gideon v. Wainwright

Nearly 40 years ago, the United
States Supreme Court held that “any
person haled into court, who is too poor
to hire a lawyer, cannot be assured a fair
trial unless counsel is provided for
him* The Supreme Court’s opinion,
ruling on the handwritten petition of
Clarence Earl Gideon from a Florida
prison, revolutionized America’s under-
standing of the right to counsel guaran-
teed by the Sixth Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution. Gideon’s story was so
important and monumental that it
became the subject of a classic book? and
a movie starring Henry Fonda.® On
March 18, 2003, and throughout the
coming year, NACDL will commemo-
rate the 40th anniversary of the Supreme
Court’s decision in
Wainwright. This milestone provides a
unique opportunity to educate the pub-
lic about the right to counsel,the crucial
role of the defense attorney, and the
many ways in which Gideoris promise
remains unfulfilled.
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The Gideon 40th Committee is
chaired by Immediate Past-President
Irwin Schwartz and Priscilla Forsyth, co-
chair of the Indigent Defense
Committee. The members of the Gideon
40th Committee are hard at work plan-
ning a number of projects and events.

First, the January/February issue of
The Championwill be devoted to articles
about Gideonfrom well-respected writ-
ers. Defense attorneys, judges, legisla-
tors, and activists have been invited to
write short essays. This special edition
will both enhance our own understand-
ing of Gideoris significance and serve as
a public education tool. We intend to
distribute the issue widely, and we hope
that it will be useful for those of you who
are seeking improvements in your state
or local indigent defense systems. We
encourage you to reprint any articles
from this issue in affiliate publications,
public defender office newsletters, and
other outlets. If you want extra copies to
distribute to judges or policy makers,
please contact Richard Bing at (202)
872-8600 x233 or champmag@aol.com.

Second, throughout 2003 The
Champion will feature a short column
devoted to a “Gideon Moment.” In this
space,public defenders, court-appointed
attorneys,and others who labor daily on
behalf of indigent clients will share sto-
ries and experiences that capture the
essence of Gideon We hope to publish
creative, personal, revealing, and inspir-
ing pieces from new and diverse voices.
In particular, we would like to hear from
members of our state and local affiliate
organizations. For more information, or
to submit a column, please contact
Gerald Lippert, Affiliate Organizations
Coordinator, at (202) 872-8600 x224 or
gerald@nacdl.org.

Third, NACDL will hold a sympo-
sium co-sponsored by the National
Legal Aid & Defender Association on
March 18, the Gideon anniversary date.
Modeled after our successful conference
on police misconduct in April 2001, the
symposium will bring together national-
ly-recognized experts on the right to
counsel for a one-day program in
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Washington, D.C. Speakers will high-
light the history and significance of
Gideon as well as the ongoing crisis in
resources for indigent defense. In addi-
tion to informing the law students,
attorneys, and policy makers who will
attend the conference in person, we plan
to bring the speakers’ messages to a
wider audience through TV and print
media. The taped version of the sympo-
sium can be used by members and affil-
iates as part of a local campaign for indi-
gent defense reform. Board Members
Ellen Podgor ((770) 493-9032, epod-
gor@gsu.edu) and Bill Buckman ((856)
608-9797, wbuckman@wbuckman.com)
are NACDL’s chairs on the Symposium
Subcommittee; please contact them to
volunteer.

Fourth, our Public Relations
Subcommittee, chaired by NACDL
Director Steve Glassroth and New York
State Association of Criminal Defense
Lawyers (NYSACDL) Executive Director
Patricia Marcus, is aiming to bring
media and public attention to the right
to counsel. The subcommittee will
develop resources that NACDL and affil-
iate members can use for op-eds or let-
ters to the editor in their local papers, for
speaking engagements, or for interviews
with TV and print reporters.Please con-
tact Steve or Patricia if you have editori-
als, talking points, or other model
resources for this initiative. Additionally,
the NACDL staff is developing a Gideon
page on our Web site — www.naadl.org —
that will house general information
about Gideonand many of the materials
developed for the 40th anniversary. We
would like to highlight on the Web site
any anniversary activities planned by
public defender offices or state and local
affiliate organizations.Please send infor-
mation to Dan Dodson: (202) 872-8600
x228 or dodson@nacdl.org.

Fifth, we will bring the message of
Gideon into high school classrooms
across the country on the Gideon
anniversary through a lesson plan devel-
oped by our Education Materials
Subcommittee, chaired by lowa Chief
Public Defender Tom Becker. Often,stu-
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